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PREFACE

The Majjhimanikiya (Majjhima Pannisaka), which is
published for the first time in the Devanagari characters forms
the 5th volume in the Devanagari-Pali Text Series of the Univer-
sity. It embraces suttas 51-100 and thus forms a group of
Fifty suttas ( Majjhima Pannasaka) of the Majjhimanikiya.
The latter is divided into three Groups of Fifty Suttas each,
viz., the Mila, the Majjhima and the Uparima Pannasakas.
The meaning of the word Majjhimanikiya is ‘the collection of
medium-sized’ discourses' and distinguished from the Dighani-
kaya, which consists of a group of Long discourses. ‘Digh’ and
‘Majjhima’ thus represent the length of the discourses included
in those Nikayas, rather than any other principle of selection,
like the subject-matter, form of contents etc. The Majjhima-
nikdya constitutes one of the Five Nikayas® or Collection of Suttas
and is relegated a place under the Sutta Pitaka or the Basket of
Discourses concerning the doctrines of Buddhism. Thus in order
of seniority, traditionally speaking, the Majjhimanikaya ranks
second in the Books, constituting the Sutta Pitaka. There is no
clarity as to the principle, followed in the grouping of these
Suttas of the Majjhima under the various Pannisakas; and
further the total number of Suttas in the Majjhima Collection
actually comes up to 152 and not 150%. This Nikaya, as a
whole, “contains speeches and dialogues, primarily on all points
of Buddhist doctrines”. Each Sutta forms a complete whole and
the suttas are different in kind as they are in value.* There is
thus more variety in this Collection than in this Digha, and
consequently, there is more scope for stimulating interest,

1. Winternitz—Page 46

2. The names of the Five Nikayas are: Digha, Majjhima,
Samyutta, Anguttara and Khuddaka.

3. Law—Page 116.

4. Winternitz—~Page 46
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edification, and exercising of critical acumen in this Nikaya
than in the Digha. Besides setting forth the fundamental and
essential teachings of the Buddha, this Nikdya forms an
invaluable treasure-house of information of the life of the people
of Northern India, not far removed from Gotama’s times.
They throw light on the life of the Bhikkhus in and outside the
Samgha, their relations with the Laity in general, Brahmanical
institutions and life, various forms of asceticism, the relation
of the Buddha with Royalties of his times, the Jains, the
Paribbajakas and other Sects, and last, but not the least,
the social, religious and indirectly political conditions prevailing
at that time'. All this rich and varied stuff has been served
with the help of various devices, like popular and agreeable
forms of dialogues, attempts at giving Buddha’s autobiography,
introduction of apt and graphic similes, argumentation and
discussions, insertions of myths and legends and stories from
jatakas, and mere narratives after the old Akhyanas, told both
in prose and verse. There is also sometimes noticeable old
Ballad style. Historically too this Nikadya may be taken to be
the oldest of all and as such dealing with such doctrines as are
enunciated and elaborated by Gotama, rather than the later ac-
cretions found in later Nikayas and other non-canonical works’.
The ‘ Majjhima Pannasaka,” further, presupposes the existence
of the ‘Mila-Pannasaka’, since there are incorporated entire
episodes from the life of Gotama in this Pannasaka, which are
first found in the Miila Pannasaka®. This Pannasaka besides
consists of Suttas, about which there is no composite formation.
There is looseness noticeable in the composition of Suttas, with
the consequence that different strata can be distinguished in the
body of one Sutta. In the Mila Pannasaka majority of Suttas
1. Law—Generally Page 116
Winternitz—Generally Pages 46-48

3. Namely, Akamkheyya Sutta (No.6) Ariyapariyesana Sutta
{No.26) Mahasaccaka Sutta (No.36) and Maha Sihanada Sutta
{No. 12)
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present a unified whole and this feature too should help the
scholar in ascertaining the relative ages of these Groups of
Pannasakas, belonging to the Majjhimanikaya.

On coming, then, to the question of chronology in respect
of the Majjhimanikaya in general and this Pannasaka in parti-
cular, scholars and literary historians like Dr. B. C. Law have
tried to dive deep into these questions of chronology of Pali
Literature and Dr. Law has differentiated 5 periods of Pali
Literary history beginning from 483 B. C. to 20 B. C.,
and taking a survey of canonical Pali Literature he concludes
that the Sutta Pitaka—at any rate the Five Nikayas--reached
its final stages before the composition of the Milinda Paiiha
and that the entire Pali Canon was finally rehearsed in Ceylon
and committed to writing during the reign of Vatiagamani.
Prior to this step the texts were handed down by oral
tradition {rom teacher to teacher and that after the Parinibbana
of the Buddha the task of transmission and preservation of each
of the Five Nikayas was entrusted to an individual Thera and
his followers and these finally developed Bhanakas or Chanters’.
The existence of these Bhinakas of the Five Nikayas, as
demonstrated by Dr. B. M. Barua and the existence of terms
like ‘Pancanekdyika,” ‘Bhanaka,” ‘Suttantika,’ ‘‘Petaki”,
found as distinctive epithets in some of the votive inscriptions
on the monuments of Sanchi, clearly leads us to the conclusion
that the Five Nikayas must have been very well known to a period
which immediately preceded the Asokan age’. The mention of
the Rahulovada Sutta in the Bhabrda edict of Asoka! also
forms a weighty argument in favour of the assumption that the
Majjhimanikaya—at any rate the Mila and Majjhima Pannasa-
kas—must have been completed by the time not when the Edict

1. Law—Page 13.

2. ,, —Page27.

3. ,, —Page 28.

4, The full title of the Sutta in the Edict is: Lahulovade musa-
vadam adhigichya bhagavata Buahena bhasite’ (Winternitz, p. 607)
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in question was issued by the Emperor, but long before he
selected the title of one Sutta from these, to be incorporated in
the inscription. Dr. Law is, therefore, right in assuming that
the compilation of the first volume of the Digha and the whole
of the Majjhimanikaya must have taken place at a time which
was not far removed from the demise of the Buddha!.
Mention made on more than one occasion of the fact by
Buddha’s disciples that the Buddha was not then alive but had
attained Parinibbana® and therefore the person concerned could
not see Gotama, goes also to show that the Suttas of the
Majjhimanikaya, in spite of the literary developments that may
have been traceable in them, could not have been compiled
later than a century after Gotama’s Parinibbina.® The late
Dr. Rhys Davids has given in his ““ Buddhist India” a chrono-
logical table from which it is seen that the Majjhimanikaya
was compiled not later than the times of Asoka'. All these
considerations will enable us to fix the probable age of this
Nikaya and also that of the Majjhima Pappasaka.

The next point that arises out of a consideration of this
Pannasaka is the nature of subjects dealt with in it and other
kindred topics with their brief indication.

(1) Doctrines and Teachings :—Those teachings, that
are always met with in later Nikayas are found in this Panna-
saka. The Four Intent Meditations ( Satipatthanas); Nivara-
nani; Pafncupadana Khandhas; Cattari Jhanani; Tisso Vijja;
Orarnbhagiya Sarayojanani ; Brahmavihara ; Aruppa, Sekhapati-
pada, Samukkarfisika dhammadesana ; Catuyamasarnvara ; Tisso
Vedana; Paficakdmagund; Kusala and Akusala Dhamma ;

1. Law—Page 31

2. M. N.~Sutta, 84, Para 28. The actual sentence is qfifsreqat @
HEIUST QaER{g =) Wi oRE geerIal iy |

3. The year of the Parinibbana is generally taken to be varying
between 477-487 B. C.

4. Rhys Davids—Page 188.
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Dhutamgani; Cattaro Sammappadhana; Cattaro Iddhipada ;.
Paficindriyani; Anattavida; Anidpanassati; Ajjhattika Dhatu;
Acara; Abyakatani Dittihigatapi; Catu Parijuiifiani ; Kasinayata-
nani; Attha Abhibhiyatanani; Attharngiko maggo; Cattarisaccani;
Nibbana ; Vimokkha and similar others clearly bear out the fact
that Majjhimanikaya ‘deals with almost all points of Buddhist
Religion.! These are mentioned in categories and classifica-
tions and enumerations, which are later on found in the Ang-
uttaranikiya and Abhidhammapitaka® and sermons, men-
tioning them are dry and follow what has been described as
‘ Catechism style.” Many a time Suttas have become unneces-
sarily long because of the insertion of these topics.®

Along with these teachings, we can mention with advan-
tage several Psychological topics, that are treated of in this group.
of Suttas. Gotama was a great Psychologist and he explained
his ethical doctrines in terms of the science of the mind. His
explanation of the Anfidridhana (p. 151); Cetopariyafidna (p.
166) ; explanation and working of the three or more sensations
(Vedanta) and their working in the formation of emotions-
(p. 65); efficacy of Anapanasati (pp. 93-94), Saccanubodho or
comprehension of truth and its processes (pages 383-385)
Tividha Kammassa Paccavekkhana at various stages ( pages
83-87), his Conception of Manodanda and its implications
(p. 38 and onward), four types of Sarakhiras and their

1. Law—Page 116.

2. Winternitz—Page 49, for example zgysar gHeT, THIF

FEHa@El (M. N, P.162) usgear (P.201) -@E’d 9,
quTe Fadl §igsAAEr diwFa (P, 3) g9 g9l (P 20)
g e Saw fAAd dRREgesTE 99| (P 24)
TR & (P. 56) 93 ®HEIM (P. 124) §I @1 §200
dfasrar Wk (P.149); @l 3=+ (P 171) =W
WEEANEaET (P. 185) AR AR gRArG yREgee
qesq(R(H (P. 218) Tarduly &4 gifa ¢ (Pages 383-86)
3 Forexample: wgmEgezidas (M. N. sutta No:77)
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influence in producing Fourfold Kamma (p. 56-58). These
topics of Psychological interest, though difficult to understand,
have a great value to the student of Indian Psychology and its
relation to Ethics. In the Milapannisaka too, there are Suttas
«of Psychological interest and containing practical hints for
building up a healthy mind and methods for driving away evil
thoughts.!

(2) Self torture by Dire Penances :—Gotama had practised
the then-prevailing forms of dire penances and ascetic practices,
and after the attainment of Buddhahood he clearly explained
his position in this particular. In the Dhammacakkappavat-
tanasutta, he has distinguished two Extremes?> which are
profitless and lead to no good and as such are to be avoided
by the Bhikkhu. He, therein mentions what is known ‘as the
“Attakilamathanuyogo’ or application to a life of Self-torture.
There is a long list of the various ascetic practices®’, which has
been again given in full in this Pannasaka in the Kandaraka-
sutta and the Bodhi Rajakuméira. He therein distinguishes
‘ Self-torture,” ‘torture of others’ and containing the torture of
both and for all these, he has nothing but severe condemna-
tion. He has, therefore, taught the Middle Path (Majjhima
Patipada ) and by following it, he ultimately enjoys an exalted
state. Side by side with these, mention may be made of other
practices like the Govrata and Kukkuravrata and the queer
saints of these sects, living exactly after the manner of oxen
and dogs.* Gotama’s reply to the questions in connection
with the future states of these two is characteristic, since he
says that both mlght ﬁnd themselves in hell

1. Mila Pannasaka R, a*ﬂﬁﬁ?, ﬁaﬁmzra, AgraEs and

R
2. wHg mmgmaaﬁrg’ﬂm, ﬁ'ﬁﬁaqa@q‘pﬁ——-these are the two
«xtremes mentioned.
3. Mila Pannisaka—Mahasihanadasutta No. 12

4. ggw@lawgd (M. N. Sutta No. 57)
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(3) Sectarians and Freethinkers.—From this Pannisaka
‘we get much information about the various sects and other
freethinkers existing in Northern India in the 5th and the 4th
-centuries B. C. An analysis of the suttas clearly shows that
besides Buddhism, Brahmanism was quite the dominating
religion and the whole of Brahmanavagga, consisting of suttas
'91-100 throws a flood of light on the life, aims and ideals of
the Brahmanas, their principal teachings, their vedic forefathers
and traditional literature and methods of argument and investi-
gation in general. Other suttas like the Kandaraka gives infor-
mation about their system of sacrifices and valuable hints about
government and priesthood!. Brahmin savants like Brahmayu,
Sela, Assaldyana, Ghotamukha, Canki, Esukiri, Dhanafijani,
Vasettha and Bhiaradwaja, Subha, Sargarava and Magandiya
-are mentioned. They were the custodians of the Vedic Lore and
were guided by what was mentioned in other traditional teachings
and when they found that Gotama too satisfied their tests, they
followed him and recognised the foundations on which his higher
life was based. To them, he was a Tevijja Brahmin. His
strictures on the Brahmanical pretensions of their superiority
to all other castes, the insufficiency of their concept of a
Brahmin, the excellent sutta of the Assalayana, speaking against
the birthright of Brahmanhood, were no doubt unpalatable to
them, but Gotama'’s crushing logic and questioning made them
admit the falsity of their views and the correctness of the
Gotama’s doctrine of the “ Purity of all the Four Castes’!
Winternitz calls the Assaldyana sutta as ‘ excellent’ because of
the reasoning and he further remarks, that “such dialogues
about the problem of caste as that between the young Brahman
Assaldyana and Gotama Buddha must frequently have occurred
in'real life”?>. The stereotyped life of the Brahmin, contrasted
with the active, ever progressive and stimulating life of the

1 Winternitz—Page 50

2 " —Page 47. In fact this was onc of the pivots, on
‘which his Dhamma moved. ! '
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Buddha and his disciples may have ever been an eye-opener to
them. The busy life of the Brahmin Dhanafijani made him
absolutely careless of the ideas of healthy and robust life, gover-
ned with good conduct and catholic and broad outlook of life;
but Sariputta, when they met each othet, convinced him that a
wrong life was decidedly inferior to a morally healthy life and the
latter was not inconsistent with the active life of a worldly-minded
man.! Gotama was less fettered than the Brahmins, as his
teaching was based on realisation of correct knowledge by the
application of reason. The Brahmins accepted the ideal
of Brahmasahavyata or associateship with the Brahma,
which was no doubt superior to a life in ordinary heavens;
but it was certainly inferior to the attainment of Arhatship
and the realisation of the Nibbana. Their belief in the thirty-
two signs of greatness has been set forth in detail? Next
to the Brahmins, mention must be made of the fains or
Niganthas.® The splendid sutta of Upali is a good example
of the wonderful power of Gotama’s magnetic personality.
His method of argument is simply convincing and Upali
admits that he was convinced by the first argument of the
fact that Manodanda was the most criminal in effecting and
starting demerit and not the deeds (done by the body). His
splendid Eulogy of Gotama, has been regarded by Dr. Law as
‘ A remarkable composition characterised by majestic and digni-
fied tone’.* The scant courtesy that he showed to Naiaputta
the simile of the fools in respect of the doctrine of the
Niganthas are all so very dramatic. The fact was that a
devoted follower of Nataputta like Upali should have been con-
verted to Buddhism was to the Jains simply a miracle and they
attributed this to his Avattani Maya or witchcraft. The shock
of this conversion was too great for Nataputta, who vomited

1 M. N.—Page 398

2 M. N.—Suttas 91, 92.

3 M. N.—Suttas 51, 56, and 58.
4 Law-—Page 137. The verses are on Pages 52—53
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blood! Nigantha Nataputta tried to discredit Gotama by
inducing his disciple Abhaya-Rija-Kumidra to ask him a
dilemma, but therein also Gotama triumphed. These two
-suttas clearly show that Jains did not maintain happy rela-
tions with Gotama. The other sect, about which we get
good information is that of the Paribbajakas. The sect of
these wandering ascetics had one of their headquarters
at Ekapundarika in Vesali. Their love for speculative
theories is clearly discernible in this Collection. The questions
asked by Aggi Vacchagotta® about the finiteness and infinity
of the world ; existence or otherwise of the Tathagata after
death ; whether body and life were the same or different show
their speculative tendencies. Gotama rightly terms these views
as ‘a jungle of speculative theories’. He then explains how
he preaches complete subsidence of the Paficakkandhas or
the Five Groups constituting sentient existence. Profound
existence like the Great Ocean (Mahasamudda)® does not mean
complete annihilation, but a state where all these terms like
birth or death, existence or non-existence, eradication or non-
eradication do not exist. It is in fact attributeless existence *.
The sutta of Vacchagotta (No. 73) in which distinction between
the meritorious and the demeritorious has been succinctly set
forth at once marks the difference between the speculative and
confused teaching of the Paribbajakas and the clearest, analy-
tical and categorical teaching of Gotama. Gotama never counte-
nanced speculative or mystic or hazy conception of things. His
teaching and the noble life, that he enunciated required that his
followers should clearly understand his ideal. His Brahmacariya
was meant to subserve one end viz., the attainment of the

1 M. N.~—Page 53
2 M. N.—Page 156
3 M. N.—Page 160
4 Compare, for example, gssiRen@Qfdl ¥ A€l g8 =g |
AFRR'T TFE O aF g |
Verse No: 92 G
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Nibbana after the complete destruction of suffering. Other
questions about the past or the soul or body or existence or non-
existence did not come within the purview of his enquiry and to
clearly indicate this, he cites the example of a man, who is
struck by a poisoned arrow and would not allow it to be taken out.
without understanding certain irrelevant points of information.}
Other Paribbajakas like Dighanakkha, Sandaka, Magandiya, Sa-
kuludayi, Uggahamana, and Vekhanassa, are mentioned and their
positions are refuted by Gotama. They are represented in several
places as indulging in vulgar and vociferous talks, connected
with the topics of worldly hfe’. Gotama’s assembly, on the
other hand, was found to be absolutely silent, so that the Parib-
bajaka Kandaraka was simply surprised at this discipline’.
Gotama explains to Sakuludayi, Anugara Varadhara and
others as to why he is held dear by his disciples and groups
of five dhammas are mentioned and explained; and in a
long Sutta he explains the Path (Patipadi), which he prescribes
unto his disciples, and which enables them to secure the
end-all and be-all as the result of full comprehension and
understanding (Pages 203—214). This may be taken to be a
fairly good summary of all the points of Gotama’s teachings and
which may be brought-under convenient names of Sila, Samadhi,
and Panfia. Gotama thus shows to the Paribbdjakas that
whatever he aims at and preaches is the effect of what he has
himself fully comprehended and seen and he thus eschews all
their speculative theories about the Pubbanta and Aparanta,
which are to be fought out purely on speculation and gospel
word and traditional literature. In this connection, while
criticising this position of the Paribbajakas in respect of ‘Para-
mavanno’ (page 224) he compares them to one, who falls in love

1. M. N.—Pages 98-99. Gotama, therefore, maintains that he has
not explained those questions ( abyakata-Pafiha )

2. M. N.—Suttas Nos. 76, 77, 79

3. M. N.—Satta No. 51. In Sutta No. 89 life of Buddhist Bhikkhus
has been paid a splendid eulogy by King Pasenadi Kosala. Pages 324-326.
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with a beauty of the land, without having ever seen her or her
complexion (P. 225). After these Paribbajakas, mention must be
made of the six feachers but they are not prominently mention-
ed, except in one place (P. 197)! and an indication of the vari-
ous views held by them and explained in the Apannika Sutta®.
These and other Samanas held diverse views, and they were
diametrically opposed to one another. Gotama mentions a very
good method of judging of the falsity or correctness of their views.
and shows how due to their erroneous views, various demeritori-
ous states of consciousness come into existence and how the one-
faced character of truth is thereby rudely shaken. There are men-
tioned Causationists, Fatalists, Nihilists, Passivists, Disbelievers
in superphysical worlds and Gotama has shown the weakness of
their theories®. Thus this Pannisaka gives us the impression
that utmost freedom of thought prevailed in the days of
Gotama and that this led to the origin of several speculative
theories about the cémposition of this world, its first cause,
soul and governance of sentient life, accentuation of differences
of castes, ideas of purity and impurity and those led to the
formation of groups of philosophers and sophists and thinkers,
who, either under the name of religion or intellectual develop-
ment, wandered over the face of India and helped to build up
religious and intellectual life of the people. This appears in
striking contrast with the active monasticism of Gotama and his.
simple, ethical, psychological and rationalistic teachings.

(4) Topics of Ethical interest: Out of the above con-
sideration, there comes out another topic of introduction of
ethical questions and about these also this Pannasaka is rich and
suggestive. We mention below a few of them :—(a) Ethics of

1. Sutta No. 77 shows that teachers like Pirana Kassapa or
Makkhali Gosala or Ajita Kesakambali, could not command confidence or
respect of their followers by conclusive talks; whereas Gotama could do
so.( P.199).

2. M. N.—Sutta No. 60, pages 68-81.

3. M. N.—Suttas Nos. 60, 71, 76.
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meat-eating (Sutta 55) (b) Superiority of mind over body and the
heinous character of the inflictions of the Mind over the Body
(Sutta 56) (c) Evils of lying (Sutta 1) (d) It is never too late to
mend (Sutta 61) (¢) Mind must be developed and universalised
to embrace all and this can be effected only by intensive
development of the mind (Sutta 62) (f) The life of the Bhikkhu
is not a bed of roses—it is full of risks and temptations ; yet full
of promise, if rightly lived (Suttas 66, 67) (g) Pleasures of the
senses yield little relish and yet entail great worry (Sutta 54) (h)
Ethics of dire penances and austerities (Suttas 51,85) (i) None can
avoid the visitation and development of evil kamma (Sutta:
86) (j) Evil actions are evil actions and they admit of no
justification (Sutta 97) (k) The whole world is a bondslave of
Tanha or craving (P. 259) () Humanity admits of no inequality
there can not be any purity or impurity in consideration or
any caste (Suttas 84, 89, 93, 96)

(5) The Arrangement of the Suttas into Groups and
their style and composition in general.

This Pannasaka like its predecessor is divided into five
vaggas, each vagga being divided into ten Suttas. The Suttas
in each vagga have been put together either on account of the
same subject matter or the same method of exposition or
according to the person to whom they were delivered'.
Further the terms ‘Ciila’ and ‘Maha’ qualify several Suttas®.
Each vagga is named after the first sutta of that vagga.
These Suttas have been traditionally collected and arranged at
the First Saragiti; and its arrangement has been a matter of
convenience and does not presuppose any chronological sequ-
ence. The style of these suttas which are in Pali, appears to be
somewhat archaic and no wonder if two Suttas from the Sutta
Nipata find a place in this Collection®. There are innumerable

1. Rajawade—Introduction, Page XI.
2. Inthis Pannasaka, however, this is not a pronounced feature.
3. Nos. 92 and 98
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repetitions and the method of discussion seems specially designed
for people, who are not advanced much in understanding. It has
its counterpart in the dialogues of the Upanishads and the employ-
ment of similes and parables, which is one of the special features
of the Upanishad age, has been a special feature herein as
well. It is impossible to refer to all the similes employed in
this Pannasaka’. They cover a vast area of human activities
and professions or arts and life in general. Similes and parables
are always necessary, where the method of presentation is after
the Platonic dialogues. A Simile is certainly no proof or argu-
ment; but it enables a man to understand the meaning and trend
of an abstruse argument. The same thing can be said about the
Upama? e.g. The parable of a Brahmin woman (P. 50)
Ajaniyaassa Upama (P. 116) Susiipama, Bijipama (P. 129),
Taraniipama (P. 129). These bear out the statement made
above. Gotama was ever a successful teacher and he spared no
pains in making his argument clear to those, for whom it was
intended. He employed mythology and legends as well (Suttas
Nos. 81, 82, 86). He employs what is known as “Itihdsa
Dialogues ” with a long or a short introduction to relieve the
monotony of his sermons.” Some of the Suttas, however, are
neither dialogues nor sermons, but simply narrations—after the
old Akhyina. The Angulimala Sutta (No. 86) which has been
regarded as “ a valuable piece of ancient Buddhist Poetry’’t.
The old beautiful Ballad style has been illustrated by Winternitz
from the Ratthapalasutta (No. 82)%. Mention has already been
made of “‘ catechismstyle.”” There are Suttas that are encyclo-
paedic and longest in character (Suttas Nos. 60, 77, 82, 85).

1. e.g. Pages 3, 16, 21, 30, 33, 40, 82, 98, 116, 177.
2. Frequently this sentence occurs in Pili Texts:
Arqed § wiE, IqATT fE zw'ssy qRar witaed ord el +
3. Winternitz—Page 46
4, ” —Page 48
5. M. N.—Pages 246-251
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Long episodes or even Suttas from Suttanipdta occurring
elsewhere are again introduced in this Pannisaka.!

(6) References to Arts and Crafts :—Suttas in this Collec-
tion are not without interest, since they throw sidelights on
arts and crafts. Poultry has been referred to; especially when
the hen sits upon the eggs (p. 21) ; elephant training (p. 3) and
horse training and horse examination (p. 116) are mentioned.
Archery, with the mention of arrows and the bow and their
varieties are utilised in connection with a simile on pages 98,
99. References to medicines for vomiting, purgatives, eye-
washes and collyrium, medicines to be introduced through
nostrils are noticeable (p. 181). Brewery is referred to in
Sutta 56. Butcher’s calling and slaughter houses are referred
to on pages 29 and 400. Art of dyeing finds a reference in
Sutta 56. A fine spun cloth 16 spans in length and 8 spans
in breadth is mentioned Bahitika Sutta (No. 88). Fire by
attrition is touched in pages, 333, 362.

(7) Cities, towns, villages, townships, peoples and
jungles:—An analysis of the Suttas will give us a number of
names of cities like Vesali, Champa, Pataliputta, Kapilavatthu,
Rajagaha, Nalanda, Savatthi, Kosambi, Baranasi, and Mithila.
These towns are generally big cities with good population,
prosperous and rich. There are Nigamas like Apana (of the
Anguttaripas), Medalumpa (of the Sakkiyas), Haliddavasana
{ of the Koliyas ), Sala, a Brahmin township (of the Kosalas),
Kammasadamma (of the Kurii), Thullakotthita (of the
Kurii); other names like Catuma, Nalakapana, Ujuyy3,
Madhura are mentioned. Peoples are mentioned among whom
Gotama moved and it is suggestive that instead of geographical
names, the names of the peoples are used to represent the
province inhabited by them ; for example : the Amgas, Vamgas,
Yonakarmbojas, Bhaggas, Kisis, Kurus, Kosalas and Sakkyas.
Vast stretches of land and Jungles are mentioned like

1. M. N.—e.g. Suttas Nos. 51, 85.
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Dandakarafifia, Kalimgaraiifia, Mejjhdrafifia, Matangarafina.!
It is further said that they were first thickly populated lands,
but were burnt down and destroyed and converted into jungles.

(8) Knowledge about Gotama and his Personality —
From this Pannasaka, we get much information about Gotama.
There are bits of information about him scattered throughout
the Pali Tipitaka. Inthe Miila Pannasaka there are two Suttas
(Nos 26 and 36 ) that yield valuable information about his life.
It seems that certain paragraphs were regarded as authoritative
in this respect; and wherever Gotama is made to speak and
refer to his life before the attainment of Buddhahood, those
episodes were always to be repeated. In this Pannasaka as
well those paragraphs from the Ariyapariyesanasutta and the
Mahasaccakasutta are repeated.” In these two Suttas he tells
in his own simple language a part of autobiography. Over and
above this we have: got some knowledge of Gotama’s every day
life derived from a close study by Uttara, who followed him like
a never-leaving shgdow (Page 340) for seven long months!
Leaving aside the ehumeration of thirty-two signs of greatness,
every other detail as to how he walks, how he sees, how he
begs his food, takes his food, washes the alms-bowl, enters an
assembly, addresses people in his peculiar voice, is given so
minutely ( Page 345) that it can be taken as a fairly accurate
picture of Gotama’s daily habits and Personality. Gotama’s
relations with the Jains and the Paribbajakas have not been very
cordial and yet, on the whole, he was loved and respected by
the Brahmins and Kshatriyas. Brahmayu Brahmin three-times
saluted the Buddha (Page 346); while Pasenadi Kosala did
the same on hearing from his Queen the truth of Gotama’s
remark about the suffering produced from the nearest and
dearest ( Page 315)%. The Dhammacetiya Sutta (89) and the

1. M. N.—Page 44
2. M. N.—Bodhi Rijakumira Sutta.
3. Gotama’s greatness and popularity were accepted by all
sectarians and Brahmins as well. The oftrepeated sentence
(Continued)
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Kannakatthala Sutta ( 90 ) show how the Royalty too regarded
Gotama with extreme reverence and friendliness; how they
went to Gotama from time to time and asked him questions
on various points and how they approved of his explanations
and were completely pleased. When there was the opening
ceremony of a town-hall of the Sakkyas, Gotama was
requested to occupy it first (Sutta 53). Gotama was also
appreciative of others. He appreciated the intelligence of
Pessa (Page 5). He never wanted to secure the advantage
of anyone’s weak position and so he plainly told Upali to
consider well before he declared his faith in the Buddha ; and
further not to discontinue his charities to the Niganthas, even
when he proclaimed himself a follower of Gotama (p. 45).
He entertained profound compassion towards all and, therefore,
even though he was required to use harsh methods or speak
sternly, his desire was that people should improve themselves
and that was the reason why he explained to his cousin
Devadatta his future state. (Sutta 58). His advice to his son
Rahula and the simile of an empty pot and the necessity of
frequent introspection speak eloquently of his seriousness to-
wards all (Sutta 61 ). Even though the Paribbajaka Magandiya
condemmed him as a Repressionist (Bhiinahu) or other
sectarians condemned him in similar terms and were angry
with him, he never retorted them. His magnetic Personality
was responsible for the conversion of Angulimala, when
elaborate preparations were in progress to capture him
(Sutta 86). His straightforward talk is seen in Sutta No. 63
addressed to Malunkyaputta. Thus throughout this Pappasaka,
the Personality of the Buddha looms large.

(9) Samgha and life threin .—Gotama had organised the
Samngha institution with a definite objective viz. to enable the
entrants to lead a particular kind of life in the Vihara and as
the result of that Brahmacanya put an end to suffering and

Viz, ¢ t’-ﬂ'&@ o AR IREd ?'(a:-r g}ﬁ’ ) testifies to the
statement made above.
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attain  Arhatship. He, therefore, threw open the gates of
immortality to all. His doctrine was deep and profound and
‘that necessitated a particular kind of discipline, concentra-
tion or mental culture and the acquisition of knowledge. His
Brahmacariya is described as ‘ Samkhalikhita’ and we are
inclined to understand the word not ‘as white as conch’ but
.codified by the lawgiver Samkha. His Brahmachariya has been
the subject of many a Suttas in this group. He had no desire to
practise fraud upon the people nor to boast nor to make profit
or acquire fame or any worldly gains!. His aim was to im-
prove the tone of Society and prepare a body of sturdy Bhikkhus
and Bhikkunis, who had developed a certain culture, who were
-ever conscious of their high mission, also were ever prepared to
maintain their moral stamina, and who had entered the samgha
without any considerations of ulterior motive or advantages.
He has employed the terms doctrine and discipline (Dhamma
and Vinaya). This conception of leading exalted life, a life of
-celibacy is as old as the Upanishads and is borne out by terms
‘ Abrahmacariyavasa (P. 185) or Anassasika Brahmacariya’
(P.190). In Sutta 73, he explains how the Bramachariya is
fully lived or not lived. (P. 163-165). His Sekhapatipada (P. 18)
Samukkamsika Dhammadesana (P. 45), Savakanam Patipada
{sutta 77 )—these show clearly the conception of Brahmacariya. -
He had different grades of training, from the Sotipanna to
the Arhat. He did not think of introducing any Restrictions
or Rules unless there was any occasion for it. As the Samgha
Jbecame more and more popular, attracted votaries, and material
gifts, attained good name and fame there were undesirable ten-
dencies noticeable among his followers in the sarngh. He found
disobedient and defiant Bhikkus like Bhaddali (Sutta 65) and
Assaji Punabbasuka (P. 145); but the majority of Bhikkhus were
all devoted to him. He gave them opportunities for self-develop-
ment. The ceremonies of the Pabbaja to begin with and the
Upasarnpadd, were the obvious characteristics of life in the
1. M. N.—Page 135 T
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Samgha. He introduced various vows and rules of discipline to
control the body and the mind. He introduced the Patimokkha
recitation and the Uposatha ceremony, the Vassivadsa and the
Pavarana; and all these were the official acts of the Sarngha. The:
wildness of life was to be removed, and softening and liberalis-
ing of character were the first requisites to be aimed at ( Sutta
69, Gulissani Sutta). The Samgha as a corporate body was to
be free from jealousies and rivalries. There ought to be perfect
peace and harmony existing among the inmates. His scheme
of the development of the Bhikkhu is given in full details
in the Kandarka Sutta (Sutta 51) and this has been more or less
repeated throughout this Collection. The Bhikkhus have to do
the work of ministering to the spiritual needs of the Upasakas:
and others and this has been eloquently brought out by the
Dhanafijani Sutta. (No. 97). Development of Universal con-
sciousness, absolutely unfettered and untrammelled and based
on the Brahmavihara seems to be the ideal aimed at by Gotama
in the case of the Sangha (Sutta 62).

This brief indication of the topics dealt with in this
Pannasaka will give any one an imperfect idea of the variety,.
importance, and comprehensiveness of this Collection and the
social, religious, intellectual and political sidelights that these
Suttas throw especially on peoples of Northern India during
the V and IV centuries B. C.

The Commentary of Buddhaghosa, the Papaficastidani is.
indispensable to the proper understanding of this work. There-
are translations in English and German, which are also
useful in this connection!. Other books are mentioned in the-
list of books, suggested for intensive study.

A word about this edition in the Devanagari script is.
necessary, The principles, followed in editing these works.
have been already mentioned in my Preface to the Nidanakatha,.
although they have been improved upon and sometimes elabo--

1. Rajawade—Introduction, Pages XI-XII
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rated in later editions. I am quite conscious that some Pandits
and Scholars would not approve of them, but the chief object
aimed at. is .to facilitate understanding of the text. In the
P. T. S. Edition of the Majjhima, many a time repetitions
are showed by... ; but I have introduced Peyyalam according to
the correct method, viz. introducing the beginning and the last
words and then filling the gap by ... %o .... Further the para-
graphs according to the P. T. S. have not been accepted ; but
I have introduced my own principle of the division of the
Text into Paragraphs, The double inverted commas (” or )
have been used where Gotama is speaking and single comma
{’or‘) where other person is speaking. The employment
of bold type in the case of Proper names, subjects, or even
emphasis on important sentences has been found to be
very useful to students at the time of revision and this has been
greatly appreciated.® There are mistakes in printing, but I have
thought it better not to add any correction slip, as Pali teacher
or scholar will understand them as being obvious. Further,
1 had to replace paragraphs after paragraphs in this Collection
as their originals were in the Mala Pannasaka, while this book
had to be studied independently by the Pali student. I have in
several places corrected the Text of the P.T.S. and in this
connection the Burmese edition proved to be of great use to me.
Herein are also noted a number of readings. Where the same
paragraphs from other suttas in this Collection had been
repeated, I have referred to the Sutta number and the
Paragraph number ; while, where other changes like changing
the case or number had to be effected, I have used the expres-
sion ‘consequential changes.” These are generally attended to,
but it cannot be professed that absolute accuracy is maintained
throughout.

In preparing the MSS of this big Collection of Suttas I
have to mention the name of Mr. N. V. Tungar of Poona,
who gave me a Devanagari transcription of the first few Suttas.
I am also glad that I could, to a certain extent, appreciate
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his help materially. In the case of writing the Suttas fromx
71-100, however, I am very grateful to my two Students
Mr. Gangji V. Shah, an M. A. student and Mr. R, K.
Acharya M.A. (now a Lecturer in Pali in the Baroda College).
They refused to take any incidental expenses for making
copies. They wrote down all the Suttas and spent hours and
hours with me in editing and correcting the Text, even during
the May vacation. My best thanks are due to them both.
The Karnatak Printing Press, has, as usual, carried out the
work to my satisfaction and even without minding many a time
great worry in carrying out corrections even to the last proof.

In conclusion, it is a matter of great satisfaction that this
activity of this University is being appreciated by Scholars from
Bengal, by the Mahabodhi Society, Calcutta and other Scholars
of the West, among whom the name of Dr. Tucci of the
University of Rome must be prominently mentioned.

Sugata Nidhiana .
15th Rd., Khar, BomBaY (21.) N. K. BHAGWAT.
31st July 38.

Abbreviations used in the Preface

Winternitz — ‘A History of Indian Literature, Vol. IL

English Translation, publication of the Cal-

cutta University, 1933.

‘A History of Pali Literature’ by B. C. Law

Vol. I, published 1933.

Rajwade  — Introduction, afszafme gewwre®, Edited
by C. V. Rajwade, Poona, 1919.

Rhys Davids — ‘Buddhist India’, ( The Story of the Nations ),
by T. W. Rhys Davids, London, 1911.

M. N. — Majjhima Nikdyo-Majjhima Pannasaka in the
Devanagari—Sutta No. or page or pages No.

Law -—
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We have, therefore, put it as one of the necessary
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Nikaya, vol. II ( Mahapadana sutta )
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